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  DATA DATING DESIRE

What does it mean to love in the digital age? How are digital interfaces reshaping our personal relationships? 
What do new technologies imply for the future of the romantic sphere? How do screens affect our sexual intimacy 
and our desire for connection?  

In terms of romance and intimacy, Internet and smartphones have generated new complexities that we are 
still trying to figure out.  All these phenomena became hot-button in March 2020, when a global pandemic 
placed millions of people under total lockdown, enforcing to reconfigure most of social activities online and in a 
technology-mediated form. From online working to online partying, humans all over the planet tried to play with 
the discontents of social distancing, and to live the no-contact reality as the new normal. 

This forced self-isolation and touch-less condition proved to be a significant driver for many people to move 
their romantic lives into the digital realm, inspiring new ways of courting, dating and catching, for both confirmed 
and novice users. 

The massive scale of this phenomenon is evidence enough of its potential for profit and an extensive collection 
of user data and raises questions about the planned obsolescence that is supposedly inherent in this business 
model: the idea that online dating companies acknowledge the search for partners as a recreational activity and a 
product of the libidinal economy to be endless consumed.

According to philosopher Paul B. Preciado in Learning from the Virus (2020), « the subjects of the neoliberal 
technical-patriarchal societies that Covid-19 is in the midst of creating do not have skin; they are untouchable; 
they do not have hands. […] They do not have lips or tongues. They do not speak directly; they leave a voice mail. 
They do not gather together and they do not collectivize. They are radically un-dividual. They do not have faces; 
they have masks. In order to exist, their organic bodies are hidden behind an indefinite series of semio-technical 
mediations, an array of cybernetic prostheses that work like digital masks: email addresses, Facebook, Instagram, 
Zoom, and Skype accounts ».

By bringing together the work of several international and Swiss artists, the exhibition TECHNO ROMANCE. 
Data, Dating, Desire attempts to explore new directions in contemporary romance and map the unprecedented 
connections between desire, emotion, technology, and economy in the post-pandemic world. 

Valentina Peri
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January 2023 Data Dating Desire

WATCH THE VIDEO INTERVIEW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6hGuHIzM78
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Libération, 06.08.2022 Etre largué par des copines virtuelles, une rude réalité

“In “Game Over”, digital artist Marco 
Cadioli reveals the dark side of 

virtual girlfriends. As long as you 
play the game, they love you. But if 

you break up with them... 

Game Over. I Don’t Ever Wanna See 
Your Face Again, by Marco Cadioli 
(video and life-size prints), 2016. 
This work will be unveiled in the 

exhibition “Data, Dating, Desire”, from 
23 September to 30 November 2022, 
at Mo. Ca (Brescia, Italy), curated by 

Valentina Peri.”

https://www.liberation.fr/societe/sexualite-et-genres/etre-largue-par-des-copines-virtuelles-une-rude-realite-20220806_JFREHSOE2RAMBES27OY4AMKNTM/
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Libération, 10.09.2022 J’ai des petits seins mais de grands rêves

“In a video that questions “online 
existence”, German artist Jonas 

Blume depicts himself in the guise 
of young women whose photos he 

has borrowed from Tinder. 

Nearby, video by Jonas Blume 
(2017). This work will be presented in 
the exhibition “Data, Dating, Desire”, 
from 23 September to 4 December, 
at Mo. Ca (Brescia, Italy), curated by 

Valentina Peri..”

https://www.liberation.fr/lifestyle/gastronomie/jai-des-petits-seins-mais-de-grands-reves-20220910_RSOAZJ6UUZGODLDHAT2KEFWCMU/?redirected=1
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Libération, 08.10.2022 Les lovebots sont souvent «des humains exploités»

“Many companies offer the services 
of virtual friends for a fee. But who is 
hiding behind the screen: a chatbot 

or a human? Artist Elisa Giardina 
Papa investigated.

Bot ? Virtual boyfriend /girlfriend 
? d’Elisa Giardina Papa, 2016. 

Cette œuvre sera présentée dans 
l’exposition «Data, Dating, Desire», 

jusqu’au 4 décembre au Mo. Ca 
(Brescia, Italie), curatée par Valentina 

Peri.”

https://www.liberation.fr/societe/sexualite-et-genres/les-lovebots-sont-souvent-des-humains-exploites-20221008_V7W4P7INMFBY5JEJ4R5YEUJ6KA/?redirected=1
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Libération, 07.01.2023 Dani Ploeger, écrans tactiles et masturbation

“As a creator of lickable screens 
and erectile apps, the digital artist 

exploits the ability of digital tools to 
blur the boundaries between art and 

pornography.

Fetish (2014) and Ascending 
Performance (2013) by Dani Ploeger. 
These works were presented in the 

exhibition “Data, Dating, Desire”, 
on view until 4 December 2022 at 
Mo.Ca (Brescia, Italy), curated by 

Valentina Peri.”

https://www.liberation.fr/lifestyle/dani-ploeger-ecrans-tactiles-et-masturbation-20230107_OBJQDAMI65GAJH4RKQGXOC2B7M/
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“Or the works of the group show 
‘Data Dating Desire’, until 4 December 

at MO.CA in Brescia: ten Italian and 
international artists have questioned 
the contemporary dynamics of love 

relationships mediated by technology, 
between mechanical arms holding 

smartphones in video call and screens 
with digitally created masked faces”
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La Repubblica, 25.10.2022 Dagli Nft alle installazioni il digitale ha mille facce

https://milano.repubblica.it/dossier/la-grande-bellezza-dei-musei/2022/10/26/news/mostre_musei_nft_arte_digitale-371067656/
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“Explains curator Valentina Peri, born 
in Brescia but based in Paris, the 

exhibition seeks to explore new forms 
of contemporary romanticism. [...] Before 

coming to Brescia, the exhibition was 
presented in Paris, Tel Aviv, London, 

Brussels and Geneva.”

DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Il Corriere della Sera, 04.10.2022 Quale romanticismo ai tempi della Rete
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Artribune, 22.11.2022 Data Dating Desire

https://www.artribune.com/mostre-evento-arte/data-dating-desire/
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Arshake, 24.11.2022 Data Dating Desire

“A series of works investigates the impact 
of new technologies on the sentimental 

sphere in an exhibition in Brescia curated 
by Valentina Peri in Brescia”

https://www.arshake.com/en/data-dating-desire/
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“After having been presented in 
Paris, London, Tel Aviv, Brussels and 
Geneva, the exhibition DATA DATING 
DESIRE arrives in Italy, in Brescia, at 

Mo.Ca - Centre for New Cultures.

Curator Valentina Peri asks: 
what does it mean to love in the 

Internet age? How are digital 
interfaces redefining our personal 

relationships?.“
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Artuu, 23.11.2022 Cosa significa amare nell’era di Internet? Una mostra per scoprirlo

https://www.artuu.it/cosa-significa-amare-nellera-di-internet-una-mostra-per-scoprirlo/
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Brescia Contemporanea, 08.11.2022 Data Dating Desire

https://bresciaartguide.it/brescia-temporanea/data-dating-desire/
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Quibrescia, 22.09.2022 Come si ama nell’era digitale? Al Mo.Ca la mostra Data Dating Desire 

““Data Dating Desire is a travelling 
exhibition that was first presented in 
2018 in Paris and that evolves over 

time, adapting each time to the local 
context,” said curator Valentina Peri”. 
“Here in Brescia, the works dialogue 
with the artistic heritage of Palazzo 

Martinengo Colleoni, in particular the 
frescoes in the neoclassical rooms. 
The work Ashley Madison Angeles 
at work in Brescia, was adapted to 
the city from the data of Brescian 

users registered on the extramarital 
dating site to which the artists 

Mediengruppe Bitnik have access.“

https://www.quibrescia.it/arte/2022/09/22/come-si-ama-nellera-digitale-al-mo-ca-la-mostra-data-dating-desire/626736/

